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During high school, Farther Foundation 

helped Anna explore Peru. Subsequently, 

Anna graduated from The University of 

Chicago, earned a master’s degree in 

European and Mediterranean Studies 

from NYU, and spent a year as a Research 

Fellow for the Illinois Board of Education. 

She is currently pursuing a PhD in 

Sociology at the University of Minnesota.
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FARTHER FOUNDATION PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES  

for deserving high school students from under-resourced 

communities to travel around the world and participate  

in experiential education programs. We believe that 

experience is a potent teacher. We believe a student 

who rarely leaves the confines of a resource-starved 

neighborhood will not have the breadth of experience  

to gain confidence, focus ambition, and aspire to successes 

equal to their abilities. We defer in eloquence to Oliver 

Wendell Holmes Jr., 

For ten years, Farther Foundation has been collecting data 

on our students, their experiences and their academic 

progress. We continually evaluate our data to test our 

assumptions and effectiveness, to inform our program 

implementation, and to report on our impact. This report,  

at our ten-year milestone, is an opportunity to share with  

our partners and supporters an in-depth evaluation, 

discussion, and presentation of what we have learned.

“A mind that is stretched by a new 
experience can never go back to its 
old dimensions.”
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Neighborhood Tiers
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) assigns each home address one of four socio-economic  

“tiers.” On average, residents in Tier 1 neighborhoods have the least income and education, 

while residents from Tier 4 neighborhoods have the most.

TIER 1 TIER 2 TIER 3
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TIER 3 TIER 4

$31,500
Average annual  
family income

59
Unique home  

zip codes

65
High schools  

attended

GENDER RACE / ETHNICITY

36% Male
64% Female

3% White
34% African American
58% Latinx
5% Other
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After their program participation, Farther 

Foundation surveys students to assess  

the impact their program experience 

had on their self-perception, changes in 

personal qualities, college choice outlook, 

and future perceived opportunities.

“When I arrived 
on campus, I was 
shocked that there 
could be so many 
people from  
different cultures in 
one space. I loved it.” 

Cielo (center)  
spent the summer 
at Brown University 
where she took 
classes in medicine 
and explored the 
college experience.
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I AM MORE CONFIDENT

I AM MORE INDEPENDENT

I AM A MORE POSITIVE EXAMPLE IN MY FAMILY AND AMONG MY PEERS

I AM MORE EXCITED ABOUT MY FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

I AM CONSIDERING MORE HIGHLY SELECTIVE COLLEGES

I AM CONSIDERING COLLEGES FARTHER FROM HOME

I AM MORE CONFIDENT I WILL SUCCEED IN COLLEGE ACADEMICALLY

I AM MORE CONFIDENT I WILL SUCCEED IN COLLEGE SOCIALLY

MY PARENTS ARE MORE COMFORTABLE WITH ME GOING AWAY TO COLLEGE

I AM MORE COMFORTABLE WITH PEOPLE FROM DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS

I  •  •  •  •  •  •  DISAGREE •  •  •  •  •  •  •  NEUTRAL •  •  •  •  •  •  •  AGREE •  •  •  •  •  •  •  
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

76% Chicago Public Schools
84% All Students Nationally 
100% Farther Foundation

High School:
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|  •  •  •  •  •  2 0  •  •  •  •  •  4 0  •  •  •  •  •  6 0  •  •  •  •  •  8 0  •  •  •  •  •  |

|  2-year school          |  4-year school

COLLEGE ENROLLMENT

66% Chicago Public Schools
71% All Students Nationally 
98.8% Farther Foundation

College:
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Colleges attended, by graduation rates
Over the last 10 years, 70% of Farther Foundation scholars have attended colleges with 

graduation rates of at least 75%—compared to 23% of CPS students. In general, more 

selective colleges graduate students at a higher rate. The Farther Foundation experience 

equips scholars with the skills and confidence to carry out a successful college search and 

selection process and better prepares them to persist through graduation.

GRADUATION RATE 25–49% GRADUATION RATE 50–74%RATE UNKNOWN
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GRADUATION RATE 75–89% GRADUATION RATE 90–100%

FARTHER FOUNDATION
4YR Student Graduation

ALL STUDENTS
6YR Full-time Student Graduation

LATINO STUDENTS
6YR Full-time Student Graduation

AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDENTS
6YR Full-time Student Graduation

ALL STUDENTS
6YR Student Graduation

LATINO STUDENTS
6YR Student Graduation

AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDENTS
6YR Student Graduation

COLLEGE GRADUATION RATE

|  Graduated  |  Still Enrolled  |  Not Enrolled

85.7%

79%

73.8%

60.9%

56.3%

45.8%

38%
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“Engagement is being energized, 

passionate and caring—energized by the 

situation at hand, passionate about the 

work that you do, and caring for those who 

are involved.” Currently an engagement 

manager at an innovative human resource 

technology organization, Elizabeth traveled 

to Vietnam for a month in 2009; thanks to  

a Farther Foundation scholarship.
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Students from economically disadvantaged families in and around Chicago face many barriers 

to success; from discrimination and socio-economic isolation, to lack of diverse role models 

and enrichment opportunities. Research reports that even high achieving students with college 

ambitions fail to enroll in college, fail to enroll in a school that is an optimal match and fit, or 

fail to persist and graduate once they get to college.

Farther Foundation students appear to be different. They persist and graduate college at 

far higher rates. They attend schools that are more highly selective and they achieve higher 

graduation rates. 

Farther alumni display greater confidence, independence, comfort with diversity, and 

ambitious college aspirations. They act as role models in their families, among their peers 

and in their communities. They develop key aspects of a “learning mindset”—a sense of 

belonging, an appreciation of the relevance and purpose of their education, and a belief in 

their capacity to learn and grow.

The data indicates that a Farther Foundation funded program, in combination with other 

supports, can be what Malcolm Gladwell has described as a Tipping Point experience—that 

moment of critical mass where dramatic change can take place. Or, to harken back to Oliver 

Wendell Holmes, Jr., “A mind that is stretched by a new experience can never go back to its 

old dimensions.”

“Data indicates that a Farther Foundation 
funded program, in combination with 
other supports, can be what Malcolm 
Gladwell has described as a Tipping 
Point experience.”



FARTHER FOUNDATION IMPACT REPORT

Notes and Discussion
The charts and graphs on the preceeding pages provide a graphic depiction of the positive 

impact Farther Foundation program participation has for the students we serve. The section 

that follows provides additional explanation, context and discussion of the data presented.
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Our Scholars 
 • Farther Foundation does not ask 

students to identify for gender or race 
in our application process.

 • Neither gender nor race play  
a role in our evaluation or approval  
of a scholarship applicant. 

 • In assigning gender and race for the 
purpose of program evaluation, we  
rely upon assumptions drawn from 
pronouns used and photos submitted 
after their program participation. 

 • The racial make-up of our applicant pool 
and scholarship recipients approximates 
the low-income population in our 
service area.

 • Female applicants and scholarship 
recipients heavily outnumber males.

There is debate over the use validity of 

categorical definitions of race and gender, 

but we recognize there is still value to using 

these factors to compare to other research 

benchmarks and to assess progress toward 

redressing inequities. We have not studied 

the reasons behind the gender imbalance 

among our applicants and currently do not 

have plans within our mission to attempt to 

change the gender ratio.

 • Public school students (including  
those at magnet and charter schools) 
slightly outnumber private school 
students in receiving scholarships. 

We regularly work with several student 

referral partners that, as part of their 

mission and program, provide private  

high school scholarships to the students 

they serve. Most of these students  

attend Catholic high schools in and  

around Chicago. 

 • Students from the most affluent 
neighborhoods as defined by the 
Chicago Public Schools Neighborhood 
Tier System make up the smallest  
group of students we serve. 

It is important to note that neighborhoods 

are not homogeneous, and that poverty 

exists throughout the city and suburbs. 

Farther Foundation students come from 

all parts of the city of Chicago and several 

less affluent surrounding suburbs. For data 

analysis, we sort suburban students along 

with CPS Tier 3 neighborhood students.
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Post-Program Survey 
 • There is almost no variance amongst 

our students that they “strongly agree” 
with statements describing the positive 
impacts of their educational travel 
program participation. 

Our students feel generally more 

“confident”, “independent” and “excited 

about their future opportunities.” They 

have higher aspirations in regard to their 

college prospects, expressing a willingness 

to apply to more selective colleges that 

may be farther from home. They are also 

more confident they will be accepted 

at their top choice college and feel 

confident in their ability to succeed – both 

academically and socially. Importantly, 

they report that their parents seem more 

comfortable with them going away to 

college. 

Students strongly agree that they learned 

things they could not learn at home. As a 

result, they feel they have become more 

comfortable among diverse populations 

and have returned home as more positive 

examples for their families, peers and 

communities. Other research in the study 

abroad field agrees. American Field Service 

inter-cultural travel programs found that 

those who studied abroad demonstrate 

significantly less anxiety in dealing with 

cultural differences and are less prone 

to polarizing cultural differences. The 

Institute for International Education of 

Students found that foreign study impacts 

a student’s life immediately and for years 

after the experience; More than 70% of 

students report acquiring skill sets that 

influenced their career path, more than 

80% say it enhanced their interest in 

academic study, and more than 95% report 

increased self-confidence.

The Mindset Scholars Network, based at 

Stanford, has identified learning factors it 

believes are key in the transition from high 

school to college. A student’s Learning 

Mindset includes; a sense that education is 

attached to a larger purpose, a feeling of 

comfort in their learning environment and a 

belief that intelligence can be developed. 

They found these factors to be especially 

important among students from under-

represented and first-generation college 

students who often receive contradictory 

messages. The results of our Post-

Program Surveys suggest that Farther 

Foundation students have already grown 

in these important factors: confidence, 

independence, higher aspirations, and 

comfort in diverse environments.
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High School Graduation 
 • Ten years ago, when Farther Foundation 

was founded, the graduation rate at 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) was 58%. 
Since then, graduation rates nationally 
and at CPS have been on the rise. 

It is difficult to isolate the reasons that 

have contributed to increased high 

school graduation rates. Collaborative 

efforts like the To & Through Project 

based at The University of Chicago have 

used research to identify key times and 

factors that contribute to high school 

success and worked with schools to 

implement impactful change. Meanwhile, 

outside organizations, including Farther 

Foundation, have provided students with 

more opportunities and schools with more 

resources.

College Enrollment 
 • Surveys of CPS students indicate that 

69% of high school freshmen aspire to 
earn a bachelor’s degree, yet only 47% 
enrolled in a 4-year college. 

 • 98% of Farther Foundation students 
enroll in college (93.4% at four-year 
colleges).

College enrollment is far from certain even 

among students who express an ambition 

to enroll. Farther Foundation works with 

student referral partners that provide 

specific support to students with college 

ambitions. Some of these organizations 

report college acceptance and enrollment 

rates that exceed the overall CPS rate. 

Within CPS, it is also possible to find sub-

groups of high achieving students or high 

performing schools that report college 

enrollment rates that also exceed the 

overall CPS rate. No subgroup we have 

found match the college enrollment rate of 

Farther Foundation students.

College Choice
Making a good college choice is essential 

to maximizing a student’s likelihood of 

successfully earning a college degree. 

Students best succeed at a school that is a 

“match” for their academic qualifications 

and capabilities and is a good “fit” in 

terms of supporting their academic and 

social interests. identifying a “match” 

and a “fit” is a particular challenge for 

students from low income, first-generation 

college families without experience in the 

complicated college application process. 

The Consortium on Chicago School 

Research found that even high achieving 

students in CPS fail to target colleges 

matching their capabilities and interests. 
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Farther Foundation participants are 

generally solid to high-achieving high 

school students. When these students  

are inspired and well equipped to carry  

out an effective college search process, 

they will often find a match and fit  

at a more selective college. Most often 

(but not always), more selective colleges 

graduate their students at a higher rate. 

The Farther Foundation program— 

providing students the opportunity  

to travel away from home while 

participating in new experiences— 

equips them with a broader base of 

knowledge and the confidence to cast  

a wide net when searching for an 

appropriate match and fit. Being away  

from home for an extended time  

is also a valuable preparatory experience 

for both the student and parents

College Graduation
Not all avenues to success go through 

college, but for Farther Foundation 

students, who in almost all cases express 

an ambition to go to college, college 

graduation is on their road to success. 

Research shows that a college degree has a 

significant impact on an individual’s health, 

wealth and happiness.

 • Almost all of Farther Foundation’s 
college enrolled students graduate  
or remain on track to graduate within 
four years. 

 • Farther Foundation students, 92% of 
which are underrepresented minorities, 
graduate college at a higher rate than 
all students nationally, all full-time 
students nationally, highly qualified CPS 
students, and almost any sub-group 
that can be constructed.

Farther Foundation reports four-year 

graduation rates for its students.  

Most sources for comparison benchmarks 

use six-year graduation rates. We include 

several sub-groups for comparison.  

We believe the most similar sub-group  

for comparison includes only full-time 

students who enroll in college directly  

from high school.
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Conclusions
It is beyond our capacity and the limits 

of our data to claim a causal relationship 

between participation in an educational 

travel program and increased educational 

achievement. It is clear that Farther students 

graduate high school, enroll in college and 

persist through graduation at rates far in 

excess of their peers.  

Our students benefit from extra- and co-

curricular supports from their schools or 

outside organizations. In fact, we require 

that our students receive such supports  

to qualify for our scholarship program.  

It is also possible that our students are an 

especially motivated, ambitious and self-

selected group. They live however in the 

same neighborhoods and face the same 

inequities that have proven insurmountable 

to many of their peers. As reported in the 

data, they also outperform students from 

some of the most highly selective peer 

groups we can assemble.  

One experience our students have that 

other under-represented students do not 

is the opportunity to participate in an 

educational travel program. We cannot help 

but believe this is significant. Experience 

makes the larger world real. Participating 

in a unique endeavor builds confidence. 

Success fosters higher aspirations 

regarding what’s possible and greater 

expectations regarding what’s achievable.
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